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sult of the foregoing, new conservation problems 
have been created that (1) if not treated, will 
impair or endanger the land, (2) materially af-
fect the productive capacity of the land, (3) rep-
resent damage that is unusual in character and, 
except for wind erosion, is not the type that 
would recur frequently in the same area, and (4) 
will be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal as-
sistance is or will be required to return the land 
to productive agricultural use. 

(Pub. L. 95–334, title IV, § 401, Aug. 4, 1978, 92 
Stat. 433.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 406 of title IV of Pub. L. 95–334 provided that: 
‘‘The provisions of this title [enacting this chapter] 
shall become effective October 1, 1978.’’ 

§ 2202. Payments to agricultural producers for 
carrying out water conservation or water en-
hancing measures; criteria 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
make payments to agricultural producers who 
carry out emergency water conservation or 
water enhancing measures (including measures 
carried out to assist confined livestock) during 
periods of severe drought as determined by the 
Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 95–334, title IV, § 402, Aug. 4, 1978, 92 
Stat. 434; Pub. L. 101–82, title V, § 502, Aug. 14, 
1989, 103 Stat. 586.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–82, § 502(1), inserted ‘‘(including 
measures carried out to assist confined livestock)’’. 

Pub. L. 101–82, § 502(2), temporarily substituted ‘‘any 
fiscal year in which there is a period of severe drought’’ 
for ‘‘periods of severe drought’’. See Effective and Ter-
mination Dates of 1989 Amendment note below. 

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1989 
AMENDMENT 

Section 502(2) of Pub. L. 101–82 provided in part that 
amendment by section 502(2) of Pub. L. 101–82 is effec-
tive only for fiscal year 1989. 

§ 2203. Undertaking of runoff retardation and 
soil-erosion preventive measures; coopera-
tion with landowners and land users; criteria 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
undertake emergency measures, including the 
purchase of floodplain easements, for runoff re-
tardation and soil-erosion prevention, in co-
operation with landowners and land users, as the 
Secretary deems necessary to safeguard lives 
and property from floods, drought, and the prod-
ucts of erosion on any watershed whenever fire, 
flood, or any other natural occurrence is causing 
or has caused a sudden impairment of that wa-
tershed. 

(Pub. L. 95–334, title IV, § 403, Aug. 4, 1978, 92 
Stat. 434; Pub. L. 104–127, title III, § 382, Apr. 4, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1016.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127 inserted ‘‘, including the pur-
chase of floodplain easements,’’ after ‘‘emergency 
measures’’. 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR WATERSHED PROTECTION 
ACTIVITIES 

Pub. L. 100–387, title IV, § 402, as added Pub. L. 101–82, 
title V, § 503, Aug. 14, 1989, 103 Stat. 586, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture may 
provide disaster relief assistance in accordance with 
this section to repair damage caused by storms occur-
ring in 1988 or 1989 to watersheds located in any county 
in any State, to the extent that funds authorized by 
this section remain available. 

‘‘(b) FORM OF ASSISTANCE.—The assistance authorized 
by this section— 

‘‘(1) includes both financial and technical assist-
ance; and 

‘‘(2) shall be provided in a manner consistent with 
similar assistance authorized under section 403 of the 
Agricultural Credit Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203). 
‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 

authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
$25,000,000 for fiscal year 1990.’’ 

§ 2204. Authorization of appropriations; availabil-
ity of funds; implementation of provisions; 
limitations on expenditures 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
funds as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this chapter. Such funds shall remain 
available until expended. In implementing the 
provisions of this chapter, the Secretary of Agri-
culture may use the facilities, services, and au-
thorities of the Commodity Credit Corporation. 
The Corporation shall not make any expendi-
tures to carry out the provisions of this chapter 
unless funds specifically appropriated for such 
purpose have been transferred to it. 

(Pub. L. 95–334, title IV, § 404, Aug. 4, 1978, 92 
Stat. 434.) 

§ 2205. Regulations for implementation of provi-
sions 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
prescribe such regulations as the Secretary de-
termines necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 95–334, title IV, § 405, Aug. 4, 1978, 92 
Stat. 434.) 

CHAPTER 43—PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAMS FOR NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 
AREAS 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

Sec. 

(b) Report to Congressional committees 
concerning planning, etc. 

2304. Procedures applicable to formulation and im-
plementation of transportation plans and 
projects developed pursuant to plans. 

(a) Public notice and meeting. 
(b) Notice and opportunity to comment 

given to State and local govern-
ments; report to Congressional com-
mittees. 

2305. Report to Congress; contents. 
2306. Authorization of appropriations; availability 

of amounts. 

§ 2301. Congressional statement of findings and 
purpose 

(a) The Congress hereby finds that— 
(1) the purpose of the National Park System 

is to preserve outstanding natural, scenic, his-
toric, and recreation areas for the enjoyment, 
education, inspiration, and use of all people; 

(2) units of the National Park System have 
recently been established near major metro-
politan areas in order to preserve remaining 
open space and to provide recreational oppor-
tunities for urban residents (many of whom do 
not have access to personal motor vehicles); 
and 

(3) circumstances which necessarily require 
people desiring to visit units of the National 
Park System to rely on personal motor vehi-
cles may diminish the natural and rec-
reational value of such units by causing traffic 
congestion and environmental damage, and by 
requiring the provision of roads, parking, and 
other facilities in ever-increasing numbers and 
density. 

(b) The purpose of this chapter is to make the 
National Park System more accessible in a man-
ner consistent with the preservation of parks 
and the conservation of energy by encouraging 
the use of transportation modes other than per-
sonal motor vehicles for access to and within 
units of the National Park System with mini-
mum disruption to nearby communities through 
authorization of a pilot transportation program. 

(Pub. L. 95–344, title III, § 301, Aug. 15, 1978, 92 
Stat. 477.) 

§ 2302. Transportation service and facility pro-
grams 

(a) Formulation and implementation of plans 
and projects developed pursuant to plans 

The Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter re-
ferred to as ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized to formu-
late transportation plans and implement trans-
portation projects where feasible pursuant to 
those plans for units of the national park sys-
tem. 

(b) Contracts, acquisitions, etc., for improvement 
of access to park system units 

To carry out the purposes of subsection (a) of 
this section, the Secretary is authorized to— 

(1) contract with public or private agencies 
or carriers to provide transportation services, 
capital equipment, or facilities to improve ac-
cess to units of the national park system; 

(2) operate such services directly in the ab-
sence of suitable and adequate agencies or car-
riers; 

(3) acquire by purchase, lease, or agreement, 
capital equipment for such services; and 

(4) where necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this chapter, acquire by lease, pur-
chase, donation, exchange, or transfer, lands, 
waters, and interests therein which are situ-
ated outside the boundary of a unit of the na-
tional park system, which property shall be 
administered as part of the unit: Provided, 
That any land or interests in land owned by a 
State or any of its political subdivisions may 
be acquired only by donation: Provided further, 
That any land acquisition shall be subject to 
such statutory limitations, if any, on methods 
of acquisition and appropriations thereof as 
may be specifically applicable to such area. 

(c) Repealed. Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, 
§ 814(d)(1)(A), Nov. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4195 

(d) Appropriation of fees collected and covered 
into Planning, Development, and Operation 
of Recreational Facilities appropriation ac-
count 

All fees directly collected by the National 
Park Service in the operation of the facilities 
and services authorized by this chapter shall be 
covered into the Planning, Development, and 
Operation of Recreation Facilities appropriation 
account to be subject to appropriation. 

(e) Establishment of information programs 

The Secretary shall establish information pro-
grams to inform the public of available park ac-
cess opportunities and to promote the use of 
transportation modes other than personal motor 
vehicles for access to and travel within the units 
of the national park system. 

(f) Undertaking of concession facilities or serv-
ices 

Transportation facilities and services provided 
pursuant to this chapter shall not be considered 
as concession facilities or services within the 
meaning of the Act of October 9, 1965 (79 Stat. 
969) 1 and may be undertaken by the Secretary 
directly or by contract without regard to any re-
quirement of local, State, or Federal law re-
specting determinations of public convenience 
and necessity or other similar matters: Provided, 
That the Secretary or his contractor shall con-
sult with the appropriate State or local public 
service commission or other such body having 
authority to issue certificates of convenience 
and necessity, and any such contractor shall be 
subject to applicable requirements of such body 
unless the Secretary determines that such re-
quirements would not be consistent with the 
purposes and provisions of this chapter. 

(g) Construction of grant of authority respecting 
operation of motor vehicles excepted from 
statutory coverage 

No grant of authority in this chapter shall be 
deemed to expand the exemption of section 
10526(a)(9) 1 of title 49. 

(Pub. L. 95–344, title III, § 302, Aug. 15, 1978, 92 
Stat. 478; Pub. L. 103–437, § 6(d)(18), Nov. 2, 1994, 
108 Stat. 4584; Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, 
§ 814(d)(1)(A), Nov. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4195.) 
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